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§795.1 Scope and purpose.

This part comprises the Small Oper-
ator Assistance Program (SOAP) and
establishes the procedures for pro-
viding assistance to eligible operators
by the program administrator. It is an
elective means for a regulatory author-
ity to satisfy the requirements of sec-
tion 507(c) of the Act. The purpose of
the program is to provide for eligible
operators a determination of probable
hydrologic consequences and a state-
ment of results of test borings or core
samplings which are required compo-
nents of the permit application under
subchapter G of this chapter.

§795.3 Definitions.

As used in this part—

Program administrator means the
State of Federal official within the reg-
ulatory authority who has the author-
ity and responsibility for overall man-
agement of the Small Operator Assist-
ance Program; and

Qualified laboratory means a des-
ignated public agency, private firm, in-
stitution, or analytical laboratory that
can provide the required determination
of probable hydrologic consequences or
statement of results of test borings or
core samplings or other services as
specified at §795.9 under the Small Op-

erator Assistance Program and that
meets the standards of §795.10.

[48 FR 2272, Jan. 18, 1983, as amended at 59
FR 28167, May 31, 1994]

§795.4 Information collection.

The collections of information con-
tained in part 795 have been approved
by the Office of Management and Budg-
et under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and as-
signed clearance number 1029-0061. The
information will be used to determine
if the applicants meet the require-
ments of the Small Operator Assist-
ance Program. Response is required to
obtain a benefit in accordance with
Public Law 95-87. Public reporting bur-
den for this information is estimated
to average 24.2 hours per response, in-
cluding the time for reviewing instruc-
tions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing
the collection of information. Send
comments regarding this burden esti-
mate or any other aspect of this collec-
tion of information, including sugges-
tions for reducing the burden, to the
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation
and Enforcement, Information Collec-
tion Clearance Officer (MS-202), 1951
Constitution Avenue, NW., Wash-
ington, DC 20240.

[69 FR 28167, May 31, 1994, as amended at 75
FR 60275, Sept. 29, 2010]

§795.5 Grant application procedures.

A State intending to administer a
Small Operator Assistance Program
under a grant from the Office of Sur-
face Mining may submit a grant appli-
cation to OSM for funding of the pro-
gram under the procedures of part 735
of this chapter.

§795.6 Eligibility for assistance.

(a) An applicant is eligible for assist-
ance if he or she—

(1) Intends to apply for a permit pur-
suant to the Act;

(2) Establishes that his or her prob-
able total attributed annual production
from all locations on which the oper-
ator is issued the surface coal mining
and reclamation permit will not exceed
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